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Lll50000000 
Decatur/Barding Landfill 
ILD984766378 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Decatur/Barding Landfill is located in Macon County, iownship 16 
North, Range 1 East, Section 24. The office, at the entrance to the 
landfill, is listed as 965 South Wyckles Road. The site is approximately 
sixty-six acres in size and is bordered on the south by the Sangamon 
River. 

The site was utilized as a landfill by Macon County Landfill, Inc. 
from about 1956 until 1970. Filling began off Wyckles Road and pro­
gressed toward a rendering plant (where Route 51 is now located). 

Currently, the property is owned by Ms. Lavone Barding, 2271 West Center, 
Decatur, IL, 217/429-1818. However, her two children. Junior L. Barding 
and James Spawr, are in the process of purchasing the land on a 
contract-for-deed basis. 

On April 11, 1984, Decatur city officials met with Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (lEPA) personnel to report that several barrels had 
been discovered on the property bordering the city's wastewater treatment 
plant (WWTP). On April 12, 1984, lEPA personnel conducted an inspection 
at the Decatur/Barding Landfill. During that inspection, nineteen 
55-gallon drums were found on-site. Several of 
or partially full of liquid. In addition, two 
noted west and north of the Decatur WWTP, on 
Landfill. 

the drums were full 
leachate flows were 
the Decatur/Barding 

During an April 24, 1987 Agency inspection, Mr. Junior Barding told 
lEPA personnel that several industries, including Archer Daniel Midland, 
had dumped liquid waste into a pit located on-site. 

On October 6, 1987, Agency officials conducted a follow-up investigation 
at the Decatur/Barding Landfill. During the inspection, large areas 
of uncovered refuse were observed. In addition, two leachate flows 
were noted on-site. This leachate merged into one flow along the Decatur 
WWTP property and traveled off-site into the Sangamon River. Agency 
analysis of this leachate revealed the presence of the following 
chemicals and their respective concentrations, benzene and chlorobenzene 
- both 7 ppb and tetrachloroethylene - 5 ppb. 

On the following day, October 7, six monitoring wells located on the 
adjacent Decatur WWTP property were sampled in an effort to detect 
possible groundwater contamination. Three of these wells were found 
to be contaminated. The following well designation and their respective 
chemical name and concentrations are listed below: 

GIOIS 

GIOID 

G102S 

Chlorobenzene and Tetrahydrofuran 

Tetrahydrofuran 

Benzene 
Chlorobenzene 
Benzothiazolone 

both 5 ppb 

10 ppb 

5 ppb 
7 ppb 

tentatively 40 ppb 
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A Preliminary Assessment Reconnafssance Inspection was c o n d u c t e d on 
January 12, 1989. During this inspection, the presence of uncovered 
refuse and leachate flows were confirmed. 

Currently, the site is not utilized, with the exception of some recre­
ational activity, fishing and 4-wheel drive vehicle traffic. Mr. Barding 
is considering using the site as a Christmas tree farm. 

The property is bordered on the west and north by residential property. 
The site specific geology of the area indicates that the site is located 
in the Pennsylvania System, in alluvial soil from the Sangamon River. 
Groundwater flow moves generally from the north of the site to the 
south. 

This site has been assigned a high priority based upon the presence 
of contamination at the site and the proximity of the surrounding 
population. A site inspection is recotranended. 
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